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Madam Speaker, once again, in-

creased awareness and understanding 
of this service will help save lives and 
increase national security. For this 
reason, I support this resolution and 
ask that my colleagues do the same. 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I’m proud to 
have sponsored this Resolution to establish a 
National 9–1–1 Education Month. 

Forty years ago President Johnson’s Com-
mission on Law Enforcement and Justice rec-
ommended that a single, nationwide telephone 
number be established for reporting emer-
gencies—9–1–1. Since then, 9–1–1 has been 
used by millions of people across the country 
to quickly and efficiently contact their local fire 
and police departments, as well as report 
emergencies in their communities. Over 200 
million emergency calls are made each year 
through the 6,000 9–1–1 public safety answer-
ing points serving more than 3,000 counties. 

As the connection between the eyes and 
ears of the public and the emergency re-
sponse system in the U.S., 9–1–1 answering 
points are often the first to know of emer-
gencies caused by natural disasters, to na-
tional security threats, making 9–1–1 a vital 
homeland security asset. Educating people of 
all ages and backgrounds about 9–1–1 is cru-
cial to the effectiveness of our emergency re-
sponse system. It is especially important for 
vulnerable populations like children, the deaf 
and the hard of hearing, and those with limited 
English skills to understand and use. 

A National 9–1–1 Education Month will en-
courage the development of public awareness 
events, advertising to the public, targeted out-
reach to schools, and training activities for 
parents and teachers. The deaf and hard of 
hearing are increasingly using text, video and 
instant messaging to access 9–1–1 operators. 
With such an effective and comprehensive 
emergency network, everyone benefits from 
learning. 

As co-chairs of the E9–1–1 Caucus, Mr. 
SHIMKUS and I understand the importance of 
the 9–1–1 emergency network to the public 
safety and security of our country and this res-
olution will help to ensure that all Americans 
can access these critical services in an emer-
gency. I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting a National 9–1–1 Education Month. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time, 
and I would yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 537, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

b 1430 

E. ARTHUR GRAY POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 3196) to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 20 Sussex Street in 
Port Jervis, New York, as the ‘‘E. Ar-
thur Gray Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3196 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. E. ARTHUR GRAY POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 20 
Sussex Street in Port Jervis, New York, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘E. Ar-
thur Gray Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘E. Arthur Gray Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, 
I stand with my colleagues from the 
Empire State of New York in consider-
ation of H.R. 3196, which renames a 
postal facility in Port Jervis, New 
York, in honor of E. Arthur Gray, 
former mayor and statesman from Or-
ange County, New York. H.R. 3196 en-
joys the support of the entire congres-
sional delegation from New York, and 
was introduced by my colleague Rep-
resentative John Hall back on July 26, 
2007. The measure was taken up by the 
Oversight Committee on February 26, 
2008, and was passed by a voice vote. 

H.R. 3196 calls for honoring E. Arthur 
Gray’s service to his community, 
State, and therefore his country by 
designating the post office in his home-
town of Port Jervis, New York, as the 
E. Arthur Gray Post Office Building. 

E. Arthur Gray was Port Jervis’s 
longest serving mayor, completing 51⁄2 
terms from 1978 to 1988. After his ten-
ure as mayor, in 1988 Gray became a 
New York State senator by ousting a 
16-year incumbent. Gray represented 
New York’s 39th District during his 
time in the New York legislature. 

A native and lifelong resident of Port 
Jervis, Gray began his professional ca-
reer as cofounder and director of Gray- 
Parker Funeral Home in Port Jervis, 
New York, before entering the realm of 
public service and politics. Well-known 
throughout Orange County, New York, 
for his stellar high school basketball 
days at Port Jervis High School and as 
a World War II veteran, Gray gave un-
selfishly of himself by serving as the 
chairman of the Port Jervis Commu-
nity Development Agency, a member of 
the Orange County Economic Develop-
ment Agency and as chairman of the 
National League of Small Cities Advi-
sory Council. 

Madam Speaker, in honor of E. Ar-
thur Gray’s public service and compas-
sionate spirit, let us pass without res-
ervation H.R. 3196 and rename the post-
al facility on Sussex Street in Port 
Jervis, New York, after this great 
American citizen. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of this bill designating the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 20 Sussex Street in Port Jer-
vis, New York, as the E. Arthur Gray 
Post Office Building. 

A native of Port Jervis, Arthur Gray 
spent a lifetime serving his commu-
nity, State, and country. He was well- 
known in the community, first as a 
high school basketball star, then as a 
veteran of the Second World War who 
later became a local funeral home di-
rector. 

Mr. Gray accomplished a lot by the 
time he was elected to his first term as 
mayor of Port Jervis in 1978. Described 
as generous and always willing to lend 
a helping hand, Mayor Gray was the 
longest serving mayor in the history of 
Port Jervis, maintaining his position 
for five and a half terms until 1988, 
when he was elected to represent the 
34th District in the New York State 
Senate. 

His commitment to the community 
extended far beyond his office doors. He 
was a former member and chairman of 
the Port Jervis Community Develop-
ment Agency, a former member of the 
Orange County Economic Development 
Agency, former chairman of the Na-
tional League of Small Cities Advisory 
Council, and participated in numerous 
local boards and organizations. 

Sadly, Arthur Gray died on April 10, 
2007, at the age of 82. A loving husband, 
father of two, grandfather, and truly 
dedicated public servant, Arthur Gray 
exemplified civic duty and social re-
sponsibility. His contributions to his 
community and beyond will not soon 
be forgotten, and I urge that we accept 
this bill memorializing the tremendous 
life of this man. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I urge passage of this bill and yield 
back the balance of my time. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3196. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

STEVE W. ALLEE CARRIER ANNEX 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 4166) to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 701 East Copeland 
Drive in Lebanon, Missouri, as the 
‘‘Steve W. Allee Carrier Annex’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4166 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. STEVE W. ALLEE CARRIER ANNEX. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 701 
East Copeland Drive in Lebanon, Missouri, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Steve 
W. Allee Carrier Annex’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Steve W. Allee Carrier 
Annex’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the honorable gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. SKELTON), the author of 
this bill. 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, I 
certainly thank the gentleman for 
yielding and giving me this oppor-
tunity. 

It goes without saying that the 
United States Postal Service has an 
historic reputation for excellence and 
unyielding dedication to the people of 
our Nation. ‘‘Neither snow nor rain nor 
heat nor gloom of night stays these 
carriers from the swift completion of 

their appointed rounds’’ are the words 
engraved on the outside of the James 
A. Farley Post Office Building in New 
York City. Every day, thousands of 
postal employees proudly wear the uni-
form of the United States Postal Serv-
ice with the understanding of the enor-
mity of this commitment. 

Today, Madam Speaker, I stand be-
fore the House in support of H.R. 4166, 
a bill I introduced to pay tribute to the 
life of one of those public servants, Mr. 
Steven W. Allee of Stoutland, Missouri, 
and a rural mail carrier for the citizens 
of Lebanon, Missouri. 

Since 1989, Mr. Steve Allee held a 
full-time position as a rural carrier at 
the Lebanon, Missouri, Post Office. He 
was a dedicated employee, a loving 
family man to his wife Debbie, his chil-
dren and his grandchildren, a member 
of the Buffalo Prairie Baptist Church, 
and a friend to many. 

Tragically, Madam Speaker, on Au-
gust 20, 2007, Mr. Allee was killed in 
the line of duty when his vehicle was 
swept away by floodwaters in rural 
Lebanon. This flash flood was unprece-
dented in its magnitude. As Mr. Allee 
completed his route, he approached a 
country bridge under which a typically 
dry creekbed usually lies. However, on 
this day, the rapidly falling rainwater 
had overtaken the bridge. When Mr. 
Allee attempted to cross, his vehicle 
was swept away. 

Today, I urge the House of Rep-
resentatives to honor this man for his 
public service and his commitment to 
his community. Let us pay our respects 
to his personal and postal family by 
designating the facility, the United 
States Postal Service located at 701 
East Copeland Drive in Lebanon, Mis-
souri, as the Steve W. Allee Carrier 
Annex. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

In his hometown of Lebanon, Mis-
souri, Steve Allee was known not just 
as a rural postal carrier at the Lebanon 
Post Office, but also as a dear friend 
and loving family man. He came from a 
family of letter carriers. His father was 
a highway contract driver, and his 
cousin is the postmaster in Stoutland, 
Missouri. 

Mr. Allee was a dedicated post office 
employee for over 15 years until the 
tragic loss of his life while on the job 
on August 20, 2007. On that tragic day, 
Mr. Allee was going about his daily 
routine of delivering mail until a tor-
rential rainstorm began. He was at-
tempting to cross a bridge over what is 
normally a dry creekbed, but due to 
the rainfall, the creek had become 
flooded. Mr. Allee perished as his vehi-
cle was washed away in the rush of 
water. This serves as an example of 
how public servants in the course of 
their everyday duties are sometimes 
thrust into dangerous and, in this case, 
deadly circumstances. 

We acknowledge Mr. Allee’s service 
and his sacrifice. He will be deeply 
missed by all the people’s lives that he 
touched. 

With this, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in support of this fitting tribute to 
a dedicated postal employee who lost 
his life in the line of duty. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
join my colleagues from the great 
State of Missouri in the consideration 
of H.R. 4166, which names the postal fa-
cility in Lebanon, Missouri, after Steve 
W. Allee, a dedicated and long-serving 
United States postal worker. 

H.R. 4166, which was introduced by 
Representative IKE SKELTON of Mis-
souri on November 13, 2007, was consid-
ered and reported from the Oversight 
Committee on February 26, 2008, by a 
voice vote. The measure has the sup-
port of the entire congressional delega-
tion from Missouri and provides us 
with yet another opportunity to pay 
tribute to an American citizen whose 
life was taken while simply performing 
his professional duties of delivering the 
mail. 

The story of Mr. Allee’s tragic death 
begins on Monday, August 20, 2007, 
where, according to a Missouri State 
Highway Patrol report, at 2 p.m. in 
Laclede County, 10 miles east of Leb-
anon, Missouri, a 2003 Chevy Blazer 
driven by Steve Allee, 51, of Stoutland, 
Missouri, came upon a flooded roadway 
and was swept away as a result of 
flooding on the Missouri River. 

b 1445 
Allee, who was on duty during the ac-

cident, was found 2 miles downstream 
and pronounced dead at the scene. 

At the urging of Representative 
SKELTON, passage of H.R. 4166 will 
allow Congress to make in order a 
small tribute to this big-hearted indi-
vidual, a United States postal carrier 
himself. Mr. Allee had been delivering 
mail since 1989, when he succumbed to 
his death as a result of the Missouri 
River overrunning its banks last fall. 

Let us also remember and express our 
gratitude for the life of this dedicated 
postal worker, who was tragically 
taken from us by a force of nature 
while performing his vocation of deliv-
ering the mail, by passing H.R. 4166. 

I want to thank Representative IKE 
SKELTON for moving to honor this gen-
tleman for the work that he not only 
did but for the life that he gave. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4166. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 
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